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Interpret 
Say the words your child would be using if they could. 

 This helps children feel that their attempts to communicate are 

valued and that you are interested and listening. It gives them 

opportunity to hear and learn the words they want to say. 

To be a good interpreter 

you need to WATCH and 

NOTICE how they are 

trying to communicate. 

This could be: 

 Pointing 

 Vocalising 

 Gesturing 

 Using Facial Expression 

 Words 

Then, give 

them the 

words they 

need to 

use… 

If they point and 

vocalise at their 

cup, give the cup 

and say “Cup. 

Katy’s cup. Want 

a drink” 
 

If they shake 

their head and 

say “ball”, you 

say “No ball. 

Don’t want the 

ball” 

If they pull you 

towards the back 

door and vocalise 

you say “Garden. 

Let’s go in the 

garden” 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Red_question_mark.svg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Red_question_mark.svg&usg=__Q3ZqVOR2yget7mHQiJ2IpV1GHxw=&h=450&w=450&sz=4&hl=en&start=19&zoom=1&tbnid=PNYWxVuSpp3WHM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=127&ei=MTW_T8_oKeqS0QWK8vXACg&prev=/search?q=%3F&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1

