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It can be tempting to try and encourage children to speak 

by asking them questions. However, questions can make 

children feel ‘tested’ or pressurised. They can discourage 

rather than encourage communication. 

 

Be wary of…  

Questions 

Avoid these UNHELPFUL questions… 
 

 Questions that the child knows you know the answer to 
e.g. “What’s that?”, “What have you got?”, “What 
colour is it?”, “What are you doing?” 
 

 Questions or instruction that demand the child repeats 
what you’ve said e.g. “Say cat”, “Can you say tractor?” 
 

 Questions that only require yes/no answers (or 
nodding/shaking the head) e.g. “Do you want a 
biscuit?”, “Is he climbing the ladder?” 
 

 Questions that answer themselves e.g. “You want milk 
don’t you?” 
 

 

 

 Make comments or statements 
about what your child wants/can  
see e.g. “You want your cup. Here is your 
cup” or “Man is climbing”. This gives a 
model of the words you want them to use. 
 

 

 

 Name items for your child so  
they can hear what things are.  
Asking ‘what’s this’ misses an 
opportunity for them to learn  
words. 
 

 

 

 

 Only ask questions that are 
genuine i.e. you don’t know the 
answer to e.g. “what would 
you like to drink?” 
 

 

 

 

 Give choice questions e.g. 
“Do you want milk or 
juice?”. These give your child 
the words they need to give an 
answer. 
 

 

 

 

What to do instead… 
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Red_question_mark.svg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Red_question_mark.svg&usg=__Q3ZqVOR2yget7mHQiJ2IpV1GHxw=&h=450&w=450&sz=4&hl=en&start=19&zoom=1&tbnid=PNYWxVuSpp3WHM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=127&ei=MTW_T8_oKeqS0QWK8vXACg&prev=/search?q=%3F&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1

