Dates for your diary
How events link to the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS).
PSED=Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
C&L= Communication and Language
PD= Physical Development
L= Literacy
M= Mathematics
EAD= Expressive art and design
UTW=Understanding the world

………………………………..
16th – 30th January 2020 RSPB Big
School Garden Watch (UTW, M,
C&L)

January 2020
Dear All,

Hello and welcome to our first newsletter of the
year. We trust you will find this helpful in
keeping you informed of events within the
nursery.
Thank you for the many boxes of chocolates and biscuits
that we received, along with other gifts - both individually
and to the whole team. We are saving some for later in the
year, and to munch on during our staff meetings.
We have gathered together our plans for 2020, which are displayed
on the “What is happening at North Star Nursery” board outside
Pioneers. Please do take a look at the range of events and
celebrations we hope to experience this year.

Parent Committee
Group
All welcome to join us for our first
meeting on the year in Holiday Club
room on Tuesday 11th February from
12.30-1.30. Feel free to bring your lunch
and chat. Tea and coffee will be
provided. Hear how you can get
involved.
Any questions, please contact Hannah
via hannah.berriman@ukri.org

Fundraising
Our total for funds raised last
calendar year is……..

£1381.42 for
nursey equipment.
Thank you to everyone who
has played a part in securing
this for the children in our care.
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Tuesday 21st January 2020
12noon Parent Workshop on
Sleep and bedtime routines.
(Include both night time sleeping
and day time naps and the
importance of down time and
routine)
Tuesday 28th January 2020
No Pen Day (nursery staff will
reduce the amount of writing on this
day. No observations and record
keeping and so to reflect this Diary
pages will have minimal
information on them.)
Tuesday 28th January – 4th
February 2020 – National Story
telling week. (EAD, C&L, L, PSED)
Are you free to come in a share a
story? Please talk to room staff
direct to arrange.
Wednesday 5th February 2020
Chinese lantern Festival (UTW,
EAD, C&L)
Friday 7th February 2020 Internet
Safety Day (UTW, C&L)
Monday 10th February 2020 4pm Parent workshop – Funding for 3
and 4 year olds both universal and
extended (15 and 30 hours)

Please note that everyone is welcome to all
of the workshops at any time, it is helpful to
have replies so we know how many are
coming along.

Early Years Development Locally
The data that is collected locally, regarding children’s progress and school entry levels shows a significant
gap in the vocabulary and language skills of children in Swindon compared to the average norms.
Therefore, Swindon settings have been encouraged to take part in strategies to narrow these gaps and
raise children’s progress. Last year Shannon was able to attend some local training entitled Early Words
Together at Three. This she was able to cascade to the team and has been monitoring the children’s
progress. The second phase is to engage with parents through a series of short workshops.(see information
below). In addition we are to provide parents with handouts and information to support speech
development, and different ones will be included in our newsletter, starting with “Ditch the Dummy”
information below.

New Year brings a new venture for us.
Early Words Together is a 5 week session programme that encourages families to take part in effective
communication and learning.
We aim to show you simple everyday activities which can be turned into magical moments with your
children. We welcome 5 families at a time to make sure you get the best out of your experience and
during these 5 weeks we will cover interactive storytelling, rhymes and songs, Mark making and possible
outings or visitors. Each session aims to be 50 minutes long and will be led by a familiar face within the
setting.
All we require are 5 willing volunteers to commit to attending a breakfast session 8.30- 9.20am, over 5
consecutive weeks in nursery. See reply slip. This is open to parents of children in Pioneers and
Discoverers
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Staffing






Tasha returns from maternity leave to a Nursery Nurse (Part Time) position working Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesdays.
Kam will be going on maternity leave in the New Year, with babe due in early March 2020.
Rebecca will be working a few extra hours each week on a Monday and Wednesday to assist with
some project work as we move the nursery business forward.
We continue to recruit for nursery nurses, acknowledging there is a shortage of level 3 qualified
early years’ practitioners in Swindon and Wiltshire, which makes this tasks a challenge.
Shannon, will take up a Senior Nursery Nurse post form 20th January 2020

Training
In November 2019, some of the team signed up for online training qualification to
enhance their early year’s qualification. This will provide them with a recognised
level 2 qualification. (E.g. Understanding Behaviour that challenges, Understanding
common childhood illnesses, Understanding children and young people’s mental
health, Understanding Autism)
Later this month a further group within the team will also sign up on the second wave of online level 2
training.
In addition we have staff embarking on a childcare qualifications.
These courses and training are in addition to staff meetings, workshops, half day and whole day training
courses offered by the Local Authority, First Aid, Food Hygiene and Child Protection.

Kind regards -Julie Jones
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
RSVP 20th January 2020
I……………………………..would be interested in attending “Early Words Together at Three” programme over a
5 week period.
The preferred morning for me would be …………………………………………………………… (We will go with the
majority vote)
Child’s name…………………………………………………………………………….
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